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Mike Noonan teaches history and political science at
Berkeley City College and Canada College in California. He invited Gilbert Achcar to speak to his
online class on Middle East History on November 6, 2026. Achcar grew up in Lebanon and is
Professor Emeritus at SOAS, University of London. His most recent books are The New Cold War:
The United States, Russia, and China from Kosovo to Ukraine (2023); and Gaza Catastrophe: The
Genocide in World-Historical Perspective (2025). The topics covered in his class presentation (with
the timestamps shown on the large counter at the lower right of the screen) are

The U.S. war on Iran (10:03:47)
The role of China (10:13:45)
Regional dynamics of the war (10:18:22)
Iran’s internal politics (10:22:33)
The Gaza genocide and the Israeli colonial settler state (10:26:45)
Creeping ethnic cleansing in the West Bank (10:37:35)
US-Israel relations (10:43:10)
Israel’s territorial ambitions (10:48:00)
The Gulf monarchies (10:53:50)
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