Letter from an American to Russian Soldiers
as Christmas Approaches

December 23, 2022

Letter from an American to Russian Soldiers as Christmas Approaches: War, Putin, and
Tolstoy

MucbMoO aMepuKaHLa K POCCMACKUM conaaTtaM B KaHyH PoxaecTtBa: BouHa, MyTuH u
ToncTton

Dear Russian Soldiers,
I write to wish you well as Christmas approaches.

I hope that by Christmas you will be home with your families back in Russia. I know that they are
missing you as you miss them.

When I see news reports about the fighting and see wounded and dead Russian and Ukrainian
soldiers, I feel disturbed and sad. Even more so when I see the Ukrainian civilians, the elderly
people, the women and children whose cities have been bombed and homes destroyed and who are
now suffering in the cold.

I am sorry that you Russians have been sent to fight this war.

Your president Vladimir Putin says that he is fighting for Russian ideals, for Russian values.
Patriarch Kirill of the Orthodox Church has blessed the war, and he has said that if you die in the
war, that your sins will be forgiven.

Do you think that is true? Is this war really in Russia’s great moral tradition?

For 150 years, people in Russia and around the world have read the words and admired the thoughts
of Leo Tolstoy. Certainly, Putin must know what Tolstoy said about war: “War is such a terrible thing,
that no man, especially a Christian man, has the right to assume the responsibility of starting it.”
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He also wrote, “War is so unjust and ugly that all who wage it must try to stifle the voice of
conscience within themselves.”

I know that many of you agree with Tolstoy. You don’t see the reason for this war and you don’t want
to fight it. You are like those in France who didn’t want to go to war in Algeria. Or those like myself
in the United States who didn’t want to go to war in Vietnam. If you are a recruit who refuses to go
to war, you should follow your conscience. If you are a soldier who wants to desert, so you should
also do what your heart says is right.

Putin could end this war today if he wanted. So could you and your comrades in arms if you refuse to
fight or simply begin to go home. Over one hundred years ago Russian soldiers ended World War I in
just that way—they went home.

You should know that if your people back in Russia who are protesting can pressure Putin to stop the
war, the world will praise them. And understand that if you refuse to fight there are millions around
the world who will morally support you. If you go home for Christmas, Tolstoy would say that you are
doing the Christian thing. People of many faiths or of no faith would say you are doing the right
thing.

In solidarity,
Dan La Botz
Brooklyn, New York

The author, Dan La Botz is an American who was a conscientious objector during the U.S. war
against Vietnam.

MucbMO aMepuKaHL,a K POCCMMCKUM conpgaTtaM B KaHyH PoxaecTBa: BouHa, MyTuH n
Toncrtoun

Jloporue poccuinckne conaathl,
 nuLy, 4Tobbl NOXXeNnaTb BaM BCEro XOPOLUEro B CBA3W NpubavmxeHnem PoxaecTea.

f1 HaZewCb, 4TOo K PoxxaecTBy Bbl BygeTe AoMa CO CBOMMM CeMbsSiMU B Poccnn. 9 3Hato, 4TO OHU
CKYYatoT Mo BaM, KaK ¥ Bbl MO HUM.

Korga s CMOTPI0 CBOAKM HOBOCTEN 0 BOEBbIX AENCTBUAX MU BUXY PAaHEHBIX N YOUTBIX POCCUNCKNX 1
YKPAUHCKUX CONAaT, S YyBCTBYIO AYLUEBHYIO PAaCTEPSAHHOCTb U neYvanb. M Tem bonee Korga g BUXy
MUPHbIX YKPAUHCKUX XUTENEN, NOXNUbIX N04EN, XXEHLLNH 1 geTen, Yo ropoaa buiam pazdbombneHsi,
[lOMa pa3pyLUeHbl N KOTOpble Cenyac CTpagatoT OT xos04a.

MHe Xanb, 4TO Bac, PYCCKUX, nocysiasin BOEBATb Ha 3TY BOIZHy.

Baw npe3unneHT Bnagumup MyTUH roBOPUT, YTO OH CPAXKAETCS 3a PYCCKME uieanbl, 3a pycckue
LieHHoCTW. MaTpuapx Knpwnn 61arocsioBun BOMHY 1 CKasas, YTO €C/in Bbl NornbHeTe Ha Hell, To
BaLLIK rpexu 6yayT NPOLLEHbI.

Kak Bbl AyMaeTe, npasaa v 3707 [eNCTBUTENbHO /I 3Ta BONHA OTBEYAET BEJIMKON HPABCTBEHHOM
Tpaguumum Poccnn?



Ha npoTs>xeHumn 150 neT nogmn 8 Poccum 1 BO BCEM MUPEe YUTANIM NPOU3BESEHNS N BOCXMLLAINCD
MblcnsiMK JIbBa TosicToro. KoHe4Ho, MyTuH JoJXKeH 3HaTb, YTO roBOpu TOCTOM O BONHE: “BOonHa -
3TO Takas CTpallHas Bellb, YTO HU OAMH 4e0BeK, 0COOEHHO XpUCTMaHWH, He nMeeT npasa bpaTb Ha
cebs 0TBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a ee Havyano”.

OH TakXXe nNucan: “BoMHa - Takoe HecnpaBeaMBoOe 1 OYPHOE AEN0, YTO Te, KOTOpbIE BOKIOT,
CTapatTCa 3arnywnTb B cebe ronoc cosectun.”.

1 3Hat0, YTO MHOrMe 13 BaC COrilacHbl C TONCTbIM. Bbl HE BUAUTE MPUYMH A5 3TOW BONHbI U HE
XOTUTE B HEN y4aCTBOBATb. B 3TOM Bbl CX0XU C (DpaHLLy3aMu, KOTOPbIE HE XOTENN NATW Ha BOWHY B
Anxup. inn c TeMn ameprKaHLaMu, KTO Kak 1 s KOra-To, He XoTesl BoeBaTb BO BbeTHame. Ec/iv Bbl
MPU3bIBHUK W Bbl HE XOTUTE UATW Ha BOMHY, Bbl JIO/KHbI CIe0BaTh CBOEN COBeCTW. Ecnv Bbl conpaT
 Bbl XOTUTE AE€3epTMPOBATb, TO Bbl TAKXXE A0JKHbI IeNaTb TO, YTO NOJCKa3blBaeT BaM Balle

cepaLe.

MyTWH Mor 6bl 3aKOHYUTb 3Ty BOWHY CErofAHs, ecau 6bl 3axoTes. Bbl 11 Ball TOBApPWLL MO OPYXNMHO
TOXE MOXETe, eC/in 0TKa)KeTeCb BOEBaTb UM MPOCTO yinaeTe AoMON. Bonee cTa neT Hasap pycckue
CONAAaThl 3aKOHYMAN MNepBy0 MUPOBYIO BOMHY MMEHHO TakuM 06pa3oM - OHW BEPHYIUCL [LOMONA.

Bbl 0O/IKHbBI 3HaTb, YTO €C/IM BalLW COOTEYECTBEHHUKMN 3aCTaBAT [yTUHa NpekpaTuTb BOVIHy, BeCb
17e 6y,EI,ET CNaBUTb MX. N NONMNTE, YTO €C/IN Bbl OTKaXXKEeTeCb BOEBaTb, MUIMOHbLI t0AEN MO BCeMY
MUpPY nogaep>xatT Bac. Ecin Bbl BepHeTeCh AoMON Ha PoxxgecTtBo, ToncTom ckasan 6bl, 4TO Bbl
nocTynaeTe No-XpPUCTUAHCKN. A NIOLAN Pa3HbIX BepOI/ICI'IOBe,EI,aHI/II7I nJin BOBCE HE BEPYIOLLNE CKaXYT,
4TO Bbl MOCTYMaeTe NpaBuJibHO.

B 3HaK conmpapHoCcTy,
[sH Na boTy,
BEpyknuH, Hoto-Mopk

ABTop, [3H Jla boTy - amepuKaHel, KOTopbin BO BpeMs BoMHblI CLLUA npoTue BbeTHamMa oTKasancs oT
BOEHHOW CyX6bl N0 CO0BpaKeHnsM coBecTMm.



