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Letter from an American to Russian Soldiers as Christmas Approaches: War, Putin, and
Tolstoy

MucbMO aMepuKaHLa K POCCMMCKUM conpaTtaM B KaHyH PoxpecTBa: BouHa, MyTuH u
Toncrtoun

Dear Russian Soldiers,
I write to wish you well as Christmas approaches.

I hope that by Christmas you will be home with your families back in Russia. I know that they are
missing you as you miss them.

When I see news reports about the fighting and see wounded and dead Russian and Ukrainian
soldiers, I feel disturbed and sad. Even more so when I see the Ukrainian civilians, the elderly
people, the women and children whose cities have been bombed and homes destroyed and who are
now suffering in the cold.

I am sorry that you Russians have been sent to fight this war.

Your president Vladimir Putin says that he is fighting for Russian ideals, for Russian values.
Patriarch Kirill of the Orthodox Church has blessed the war, and he has said that if you die in the
war, that your sins will be forgiven.

Do you think that is true? Is this war really in Russia’s great moral tradition?

For 150 years, people in Russia and around the world have read the words and admired the thoughts
of Leo Tolstoy. Certainly, Putin must know what Tolstoy said about war: ‘War is such a terrible thing,
that no man, especially a Christian man, has the right to assume the responsibility of starting it.”

He also wrote, “War is so unjust and ugly that all who wage it must try to stifle the voice of
conscience within themselves.”

I know that many of you agree with Tolstoy. You don’t see the reason for this war and you don’t want
to fight it. You are like those in France who didn’t want to go to war in Algeria. Or those like myself
in the United States who didn’t want to go to war in Vietnam. If you are a recruit who refuses to go
to war, you should follow your conscience. If you are a soldier who wants to desert, so you should
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also do what your heart says is right.

Putin could end this war today if he wanted. So could you and your comrades in arms if you refuse to
fight or simply begin to go home. Over one hundred years ago Russian soldiers ended World War I in
just that way—they went home.

You should know that if your people back in Russia who are protesting can pressure Putin to stop the
war, the world will praise them. And understand that if you refuse to fight there are millions around
the world who will morally support you. If you go home for Christmas, Tolstoy would say that you are
doing the Christian thing. People of many faiths or of no faith would say you are doing the right
thing.

In solidarity,
Dan La Botz
Brooklyn, New York

The author, Dan La Botz is an American who was a conscientious objector during the U.S. war
against Vietnam.

MucbMoO aMepuKaHLUa K POCCMACKUM conaaTtaM B KaHyH PoxaecTtBa: BoHa, MyTuH u
ToncTon

J[loporune poccunckme conaaThl,
A nuwy, 4Tobbl NOXKeNaTb BaM BCEro XOPOLUEro B CBA3N NpubnnmxeHnem PoxxaecTsa.

1 HagelCb, YTO K PoXXoecTBy Bbl 6yueTe [OMa CO CBOMMU ceMbsAMM B Poccuu. 4 3Hat0, YTO OHM
CKY4atloT no BaM, KakK 1 Bbl MO HAM.

Korfa s CMOTpPIO CBOAKMW HOBOCTEW 0 B0eBbIX AeNCTBUSAX U BUXY PaHEHbIX U YOUTbIX POCCUNCKUX Y
YKPaWHCKUX CONAAT,  YyBCTBYIO AYLUEBHYIO pacTEPSAHHOCTb 1 nevanb. U Tem Bonee Korga s Buxy
MUPHBIX YKPAUHCKUX XKUTeNen, NoXWbIX JI0LeNn, XeHLWNH 1 feTen, Ybi roposa bbinum pasdombneHsl,
LlOMa pa3pyLLeHbl 1 KOTOpble ceyac CTpafatoT OT X0104a.

MHe »aflb, YTO BacC, PYCCKUX, NMOCNAN BOEBATb Ha 3TY BOWHY.

Baw npe3sngeHT Bnagumump NMyTWH roBOPUT, YTO OH CpaXkaeTCs 3a PyCcCKue naeansl, 3a pycckue
LeHHocTw. MaTprapx Kupunan 61arocioBna BOMHY U CKa3alsl, 4TO ecau Bbl nornbHeTe Ha HER, To
BalKM rpexu 6yayT NpOLLEHbI.

Kak Bbl fyMaeTe, npasfa 11 3107 [eACTBUTENbHO /N 3Ta BOWHA OTBEYaeT BE/IMKON HPaBCTBEHHOM
Tpaguumm Poccnn?

Ha npoTtsaxeHun 150 net noam B Poccum n BO BCEM MUPE YNTaAN NPOU3BELAEHNSA N BOCXULLAJIUCH
MblCasMK JlbBa ToncToro. KoHeyHo, MyTUH O0/KEH 3HaTb, YTO roBopwu TONCTON 0 BoMHe: “BoHa -
3TO Takas CTpallHas Bellb, YTO HU OAMH YesoBeK, 0CODEHHO XpPUCTUaHWH, He nMeeT npasa bpaTb Ha
cebs 0TBETCTBEHHOCTHL 3a ee Havyano".

OH TakXXe nucan: “BonHa - Takoe HecnpaseL/IMBOe U AYPHOE AeNo, YTO Te, KOTOPbLIE BOIOIOT,
CTapaloTCsa 3arnywnTb B cebe ronoc copectun.”.



71 3Halo, 4TO MHOrMe 13 BacC COrsacHbl C TONCTLIM. Bbl He BUANTE NPUYMH ONS 3TON BONHbI U He
XOTUTE B HEM Y4aCTBOBATb. B 3TOM Bbl CX0XM C (hpaHLy3aMKN, KOTOPbIE HE XOTeNN UATU Ha BOWHY B
Anmxup. nn ¢ TeMn amepmnkaHLUaMK, KTO Kak 1 9 KOraa-To, He XoTes1 BoeBaTb BO BbeTHaMe. Ecnn Bbl
NPU3bIBHUK W Bbl HE XOTUTE WATU Ha BOWHY, Bbl AOJIXHbI C1ef0BaTb CBOEN COBECTU. ECin Bbl conpaT
N Bbl XOTUTE 0E3epTUPOBaTh, TO Bbl TaKXe AO/KHbI AefaTb TO, YTO NOACKa3biBaeT BaM Balle
cepaue.

MyTWH Mor 6bl 3aKOHYUTb 3TY BOWHY CEroAHs, ecnu 6bl 3axoTes. Bbl 11 Ball TOBAPWLL MO OPYXNIO
TOXE MOXETE, eC/in 0TKa)KeTeCb BOEBaTb UM MPOCTO yinaeTe AoMoN. Bonee cTa NeT Hasafg pycckue
conpgaThbl 3aKOHYUM MNepBY0 MUPOBYIO BOMHY MMEHHO TakiM 06pa3oM - OHW BEPHYJIMCb [OMOW.

Bbl LOMKHbBI 3HaTb, YTO €C/IN BalLM COOTEYECTBEHHUKM 3acTaBAT MNyTnHa NpekpaTuTb BONHY, BECb
Mup byneTt cnaBuTb UX. N nonMnTe, 4TO €CNn Bbl OTKaXXeTeCb BOEBATb, MUIMOHbI JIIOAEN N0 BCEMY
MUpy noggep»xaT Bac. Ecnu Bbl BepHeTeCb AOMOW Ha PoxxaecTBo, TONCTOW CKka3an bbl, 4TO Bbl
nocTynaeTe no-XpuUCTUAHCKN. A 04N pa3HblX BEPOUCMNOBELAHMI NN BOBCE HE BEPYIOLLME CKaXYT,
4TO Bbl MOCTYNaeTe NpaBuILHO.

B 3HaK conmpapHoCTy,
O>3H Jla boTu
BpyknnH, Hoto-Mopk

ABToOp, O3H Jla boTL - amMmepukaHeL, KOTOpbIN BO BpeMsa BONHbI CLLA npoTuB BoeTHaMa 0Tka3ancs oT
BOEHHOMN CyXbbl N0 coobparkeHnsM CoBeCTw.



