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January 24, 2017

The pages that follow are taken from Seth Tobocman’s new graphic biography of the radical lawyer
Leonard Weinglass, Len: A Lawyer in History (AK Press). This particular section is based on a
transcript of a talk that Len Weinglass gave at the 2002 Left Forum on the relationship between
Nixon-era encroachments on civil liberties and the Patriot Act.

The combination of Weinglass’s informed critique and Tobocman’s striking visuals provides an
unusually effective example of political cartooning. As it happens, this is not the first time that New
Politics has featured artwork by Seth Tobocman: The Winter 2007 issue included six of his pages on
the impact of Katrina and neoliberal public policy on the people of New Orleans. In addition to Len,
Tobocman'’s books include Understanding the Crash (2010), Disaster and Resistance (2008), and
War in the Neighborhood (2000), which is about to appear in a new edition. He is also a founding
editor and regular contributor to World War 3 Illustrated.

KENT WORCESTER


https://newpol.org/issue_post/leonard-weinglass-patriot-act/

B OO0 LECOMNANMDE wiliNdGeAadd LAPLATE

'T"H! f-.‘rm:T AET 1% A FABNETER

Li.. ¥ PAGELS. i THTMOFUE R
I-H"'I-"IH -'«-'I'-Eu-i ﬂn urrc—.usw 13TH.
YViIRTUALLY OvERMNIGHT THES EMTIA

P OE BECAME THE LAw oF Tie
L VI EOULE MET HAVE

BN wWRTTEM N 40 FHoryY

A& FERIDE OF TiMP.

\ e e i e et
\ \
o R R BT el

TE Faek™ Ui B R4 TAMNE
H“FT”I- HAFPFE MG
W M4 To & BALK

TS |".-||-'-i. AT THAT
TIiME MNiIXaN
U T
FRAMI S YLON
FROM THE
SUPALE M E
COURT 1O
R =T
APETLLCAMNS
wWiTHoUET
M OARRANT
as TEi
RGRHEF OF

b iarionin sncumary)




HMARE ONE

EXCEPTION.
THEY ALLOWEP THE
EXELCU TIVE To

E IN ELECTReMIC

RYEILLAMNEE TO CATHER

“EGMEIGN INTELLIGEMNGEY

IHIFTE COMGRESS SENZED on ‘
THIS RULING TO PA%S THE FoREVG

INTELLIGENGCE SURVEILLANEZE A ..."|'N"|"|4:ﬂ.1'
E : ///‘ ALPTHORIZEP $URVEILEANCE 1IN ONLY
//////7 /l!;:‘r

THOSE t¢A%ES PEEMED To INVOLWE
THE FlfA COURT RECEIWVES

SUCH FAORIEGHN INTELLISGEMNCE.
APFLICATIONS FROM THE GOVERNWMENT
SEEMING AUTHOMI Ty T $PY ON
PEOPLE IN THE L% IT BOES
ROT MEET iN OFEN

TFUSTICE DRPARTMERNT ATTORNEY §
APPEAR, 1IN THE PROCEEDIMG S
WITHOUT QP FPOSITION. OF THE
FIRS®T 10,000 AFPPLICA TIOMN §
Fl1oa LAECEIVED, HOT oNE wAg

RETECTED.

COURT BUT $ECRETLY
W oAN OBFCURE

OPRFICE WiTH

UARD & AT

FOREHDM INTELLIGENCE TuUufm4 OUuT To BE AVERY
FLEXIBLE AMNDP EXPARNSIVE (ONCEPT. IN THE*§O%
El%A AVTHORIZERr WwWiIRE TAFS OF THE COMMITEE
IN $0LITARATY WITH THE
FEOPLE OF EL SALWADOR
(LI P ESH A GRUODUR
MY QLY ER
M LEGAL
POLE TIEAL
APVOSACY,

Al THING
THAT %pMACKL
OF % FoRE1 &R

QUALITIER L.




How PeES THIS TMPACT QUR
RIGHTST LOoK AT THE CA%E oF
THERE®A $GUILLACOTE

AHP HURT $TAND.

A MARRIEDR COUPLE wiitH CHILBPREM.
HWURT WORKER FOR A LABOR
UNMICH, THERESA WORWEDR M%

z
3
z
H
-




THE REPRESENTATIVE Wht AN FRL AGENT
WHOS BEEN NS TRUCTED Y PereHoL06IsTE
AS TE THE MOS$T
EFFECTIVE wWinY 78
COMIMCE HER
o TURM
OVER
LECRET
PERTA Gor
PoCumENTS,

THEY INTRRCEPTED & LETTER
SHE HADP (ENT Ao AN OFFICIAL
IN THE HOVERMMENT OF <OuTH
AFRICA, EXPRESSING HER
ARMIBATION FOR THE $TRUSGLE
AGAINST APARTHE 1D

THE FBI
TooK THHE
LIBERTY
aF
WRITING A LETTER
BACH TO HER FROM
TiHAT PEPUTY &
FORGING HiE
GIGMNATURE ANMD
LUSEELTING s HE
FEET WwWiTH Hig
REPRESEMTATIVE
I BB
FORM.

Hal BEEN
ENTRAFFED.




SRR WS
T

2R

o

b

L7 AN
Lh AND ' YEARE
RESPECTIVELY « ARIE
AL LOFE Tedih HAPPLANE
BEFOQRIE 9=I1. THE PATAIOT
ACT BREAWS bOww THE WALl t
DETWERR PO 8 0rd AR
FOMESTIC LW ENFORCUEMEN T,

FORM4 OF "

A R

SR EILLANCE

O R e AL L
BRESERVGE FOR
UL AGAINST
FUSPELTE B
S IME S, CA M I

7 DE UeED o
THE GEMERA L
POPULATION.

THESE ARE THE
PowERS Mi1XOR
fOU T N FTR.

ITuiElr 10 BB THAT Thl TusTIGE FEPAATAMENT WA INVOLVIED 1N
THE iNMYBESTIGATION OF CRIMES TraTt HAD Gdcunipt, THEIR NEwW
FARGLEDM i% 10 PETER SRMES _JEFOREL THEY AR COMMITTERDR
WHIEH MEAMNS SEyieis O

FEoTENTAL WRONG




MORE®OVER, THE Le55 OF

e BA%IC FREEPOMS
TO® AN ABLISIVE AN
ENCROACHING
BIG BROTHER.
CANNGOT

HELPF

. BUT

THAT THEY

NMLB T BUILy
THE

W4 FROM
SPPOS M e
THE POLICTIES

OF THIY

Wige RO S,
WIFE SPREAR
OFPOSITHON

AN P
FE 414 TANCE
CARRIE &
1T O
PEOTELTION

Footnotes



