COVID-19 Social and Political
Analyses
New Politics lists on this page a number
of what we consider to be important social
and political analyses as well as
political statements concerning COVID-19,
the coronavirus pandemic. Those who seek
guidance for dealing with the health
issues should see the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
website and get in contact with their local government’s
public health department or office of emergency management.
We update this list on a regular basis, but all articles are
posted in chronological order. If you re looking for articles
on a particular issue we recommend that you search our list by
word, such as “agriculture,” “worker,” “women,” “Brazil,” and
so on.
Martha Mendoza and Juliet Linderman, “U.S. Bets On
Small, Untested Company to Deliver COVID Vaccine,”
Frontline, July 10, 2020. “As part of its strategy to
administer the [COVID-19] vaccine as quickly as
possible, the Trump administration has agreed to invest
more than half a billion in tax dollars in ApiJect
Systems America, a young company whose injector is not
approved by federal health authorities and that hasn’t
yet set up a factory to manufacture the devices.”
Amy Goodman interviews Brazilian epidemiologist Cesar
Victora, who coordinates the International Center for
Equity in Health at the Federal University of Pelotas.
“Brazilian
Epidemiologist
Slams
Bolsonaro’s COVID Response as Far-Right President Tests
Positive,” Democracy Now, July 10, 2020. “Bad political
leadership is a major risk factor for the spread of the
pandemic, not only in Brazil, but also in your own

country.”
Julie Hollar, “Corporate Media Team With Trump to
Disparage Public Health Experts,” FAIR, July 10, 2020.
“Public health experts, unaccustomed to the spotlight,
have really taken a beating lately. As they tirelessly
work to unravel the mysteries of the Covid pandemic (and
are increasingly burning out), the president of our
country has constantly attacked and undermined them—and,
lately, so have corporate media.”
Alexis Goldstein, “Coronavirus Relief Funds Are About to
Run Out for the Child Care Industry,” Truthout, July 9,
2020. “So far, despite how essential child care is to
restarting the economy, Congress has been unwilling to
meet the crisis with the resources required to stave off
a crisis.”
Andrea Germanos, “‘The Last Straw’: As Pandemic Rages,
Oxfam Warns 12,000 Could Die Per Day From Hunger,”
Common Dreams, July 9, 2020. “Meanwhile, those at the
top are continuing to make a profit.”
Rhea Boyd, “What It Means When You Wear a Mask—and When
You Refuse To,” The Nation, July 9, 2020. “In the United
States, wearing a mask is not just politicized. It is
racialized.”
Gregg Gonsalves, “Protest and Survive!” The Nation, July
9, 2020. “We can’t wait until January 2021 to shift
course. Our lives depend on disruption now.”
Alejandra Rosa and Frances Robles, “Pandemic Plunges
Puerto Rico Into Yet Another Dire Emergency,” New York
Times, Published July 8, 2020, Updated July 9, 2020.
“The island has had to weather a hurricane, a political
crisis and earthquakes, but those crises did not lead to
the widespread unemployment caused by the response to
the coronavirus pandemic.”
Rachel Shabi, “The Pro-Privatization Shock Therapy of
the UK’s Covid Response,” New York Review Daily, July 8,
2020. Britain’s public health sector, a cash-strapped,
eroded, but functioning network comprising the National

Health Service (NHS), general-practice clinics, and
local authority health officials, has been repeatedly
sidelined in favor of outsourced alternatives. As
Allyson Pollock, a professor of public health at
Newcastle University, put it to The New York Times
recently: “They’re basically trying to build a
centralized, parallel, privatized system.”
Amy Goodman interviews Dr. Sheri Fink, “The New NYC?
Houston Hospitals Struggle with ‘Astonishing’ Rise in
Coronavirus Cases,” Democracy Now, July 8, 2020.
Discusses the similarities and differences between the
earlier NYC pandemic hospital crisis the situation in
Houston today.
Kevin Liptak and Nick Valencia, “Trump now in open
dispute with health officials as virus rages,” CNN, July
8, 2020. “Five months into a still-raging pandemic that
has killed more than 130,000 Americans, the longsimmering tensions between President Donald Trump and
the health experts who staff his government have
escalated from private griping to shrugging disagreement
to now open dispute.”
Mike Davis, “Anthony Fauci: The Last American Hero?” The
Nation, July 7, 2020.“Handed a golden opportunity to
speak truth to power, the good doctor remains a team
player in an administration bent on disaster.”
Michelle Chen, “Disaster Looms as the Coronavirus
Disrupts the Garment Supply,” The Nation, July 7, 2020.
“Fashion brands are sticking suppliers and workers with
unpaid bills.”
Will Peischel, “Inside the Facebook Group Where Doctors
Process Their Immense Coronavirus Grief,” Mother Jones,
July 7, 2020. “The premise was simple: Create a
community of mourning by running a record of
announcements about the deaths of US physicians from the
coronavirus. A digital graveyard, group-sourced by
members of the medical community and close readers of
the obituary section.”

Chris Walker, “Jared Kushner, Trump’s Golf Buddy and
McConnell’s In-Laws Cashed In on PPP Loans,” Truthout,
July 7, 2020. “The White House released figures this
week detailing which businesses received funds from the
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), revealing a number of
controversial payments made to lobbyists, political
organizations, and Trump-linked businesses.”
David Bacon, “Will the New NAFTA Make the Pandemic Worse
for Mexicans?” Foreign Policy in Focus, July 6, 2020.
“For Mexican workers, farmers, and the poor, the
pandemic and the new treaty replacing NAFTA are a
devastating one-two punch.”
Jake Johnson, ‘The Swamp Is Alive and Well’: TrumpConnected Lobbyists Have Raked in $10 Billion in
Covid-19 Aid for Corporate Clients,” Common Dreams, July
6, 2020. “The crisis offered an especially lucrative
opportunity for those lobbyists who enjoy close ties to
President Donald Trump and his administration—and they
seized it.”
Sarah Mervosh and Manny Fernandez, “Months Into Virus
Crisis, U.S. Cities Still Lack Testing Capacity,” New
York Times, July 6, 2020, updated July 8, 2020. “With
cases surging, some cities are seeing long testing lines
and slow results.”
Chris Walker, “As COVID Ravages the US, Trump’s Campaign
Insists It’s ‘Totally Harmless’,” Truthout, July 6,
2020. Trump’s “plan going forward appears to be, whether
true or not, telling voters they can safely live with
the disease running rampant in the months ahead.”
Nina Martin, “Agonizing Lag in Coronavirus Research Puts
Pregnant Women and Babies at Risk,” ProPublica, July 6,
2020. “After months of asserting pregnant women were not
at high risk for the coronavirus, the CDC recently
released a study with sobering findings for expectant
mothers. Experts say the data gaps are almost as
worrisome as the results.”
John Kroger, “The Coming Fall Crisis: A Tragedy” Insider

Higher Ed, July 5, 2020. H”ere’s the reality — most
college and university presidents are declaring that
their institutions will be open for on-campus education
this fall because they face financial disaster if they
do not.”
Tracey Tully, “How You Get Your Berries: Migrant Workers
Who Fear Virus, but Toil On,” New York Times, July 5,
2020. “Many laborers in New Jersey follow the ripening
of crops up the East Coast. Each influx of new workers
brings the risk of a fresh outbreak.”
Motoko Rich, “Tokyo’s First Female Governor Sails to ReElection Even as Virus Cases Rise,” New York Times, July
5, 2020. “Yuriko Koike has received high marks for her
visible presence during the pandemic, but the
coronavirus’s resurgence has raised anxiety in the
Japanese capital.”
Jordan Muller, “Florida

reports

record

number

of

coronavirus cases amid nationwide surge,” Politico, July
4, 2020. “Health experts fear coronavirus cases will
continue to climb after the July 4 weekend.”
Kate Bennett, “White House hosts a party in the midst of
a pandemic,” CNN, July 4, 2020. “Passing out masks and
enforcing personal space feels incongruous at the home
of a President who, while publicly saying he is “fine”
with the idea of face masks, has shunned wearing one of
his own in front of press. In fact, Trump’s anti-mask
status has helped turn the decision to wear a mask or
not into a political issue”.
Sonam Sheth, “Dr. Fauci: It’s ‘pretty obvious’ the US is
not ‘going in the right direction’ to control the spread
of coronavirus,” Business Insider, July 4, 2020. The
nation’s top infectious disease expert said Thursday
that the US is not headed in a positive direction when
it comes to controlling the novel coronavirus pandemic.”
Myriam Rana, “After the epidemic in China: crises and
changes?” International Viewpoint, July 3, 2020.
“Millions witnessed the catastrophic management of the

health crisis by the authorities: an unbearable reality
despite the cosmetic efforts of state propaganda. The
anger triggered by the death of Doctor Li Wenliang, who
had raised the alarm about a probable epidemic and the
high popularity of the daily blog of the journalist Fang
Fang, who criticized the health situation in Wuhan, are
significant. Beijing is, however, carrying out a vast
campaign on its “impeccable” management of the health
crisis.”
Michelle Graff and Trevor Memmott, “Coronavirus is
creating a crisis of energy insecurity,” Environmental
Health News, July 1, 2020. “Fallout from the COVID-19
pandemic has led to unpaid bills and energy shutoffs in
many vulnerable US households. Indiana University
researchers warn we need to act now to avoid yet another
health emergency.”
Christina Maxouris, “Hospitals face ‘an explosion of
Covid’ and signs of another surge as coronavirus case
numbers climb,” CNN, July 2, 2020. Hospitals and health
workers are overwhelmed in Texas and Florida.
Neil DeMause, “What Media Aren’t Telling You About
Reopening Risks,” FAIR, July 2, 2020. Argues that
science should determine the type of reopening and that
we should learn from best practices, but argues the
media has not made that clear.
Anneken Tappe, “Unemployment rate won’t recover for the
next decade, CBO projects,” CNN, July 2, 2020.
“America’s recovery from the pandemic recession could
last through the better part of the next decade,
according to the Congressional Budget Office‘s 10-year
forecast published Thursday.”
Chris Walker, “New Study Suggests Thousands of Deaths
Are Missing From Coronavirus Toll,” Truthout, July 2,
2020. Yale School of Public Health study suggests higher
death count from pandemic.
Susan Ram, “Garment workers in South India rise up
against Covid-linked retrenchment,” Counterfire, July 2,

2020. “Hundreds of unionised women workers are combating
efforts by the fashion industry to pass the costs of
Covid-19 onto the world’s most vulnerable.”
Joe Buckley, “The role of labour activism in Vietnam’s
coronavirus success,” Equal Times, July 2, 2020. In
February, garment workers at Praegear Vietnam launched a
strike to demand the factory implement measures to
protect workers against the coronavirus. In response,
local union officials organised training and talks by
medical experts, and the company introduced such things
as free masks, temperature checks, and spraying
disinfectant. Other factories in the same region
followed suit.”
“How the American Worker Got Fleeced,” Bloomberg
Businessweek, July 2, 2020.“Over the years, bosses have
held down wages, cut benefits, and stomped on employees’
rights. Covid-19 may change that.”
Alex Lawson, “Blood on His Hands: The Nursing Home
Covid-19 Crisis is Donald Trump’s Fault,” Common Dreams,
July 1, 2020. “The president is desperate to deflect
from the truth: Over 54,000 nursing home residents and
workers are dead. Those deaths were preventable. Their
deaths are his fault.”
Jake Johnson, “‘Deplorable Act in Face of Global
Crisis’: Trump Condemned as US Buys Up Nearly Entire
Supply of Covid-19 Drug,” Common Dreams, July 1, 2020.
“It’s a very concerning precedent because if we see the
vaccine coming from a U.S. company, we’re likely to see
the same type of behavior and hoarding by the U.S. and
other developed countries.”
C.J. Polychroniou, “Chomsky: We Must Not Let Masters of
Capital Define the Post-COVID World,” Truthout, July 1,
2020. Interview with Noam Chomsky that criticizes
President Donald Trump’s politics.
Tommy Beer, “Research Determines Protests Did Not Cause
Spike In Coronavirus Cases,” Forbes, July 1, 2020.
Protests against racism did not cause a significant

increase in coronavirus infections, according to a team
of economists who have published a 60-page paper
released by the National Bureau of Economic Research.
Sasha Abramsky, “As Infection Rates Soar, Trump Says
Virus Could Just ‘Disappear’ The president’s delusions
put the entire country in danger,” The Nation, July 1,
2020. “The Signal this week: America has jumped the
shark when it comes to the pandemic. After politicizing
both mask-wearing and the reopening of state economies,
Trump is now presiding over an out-of-control spread of
the novel coronavirus, from sea to shining sea.”
David Agren, “Mexican bishops call for more robust
response to COVID-19 crisis,” Catholic News Services,
July 1, 2020. “Mexico’s bishops have expressed alarm
over the scope of the COVID-19 crisis, which they say is
continuing to expand across the country even as health
authorities allow the gradual resumption of economic
activity.”
No author, “U.S. Sets New Single-Day Case Record,” New
York Times, July 1, 2020. “The United States set a
single-day case record for the fifth time in eight days
on Wednesday. More than 48,400 new coronavirus cases
were announced by Wednesday evening, even before several
states had reported final data. North Carolina,
Tennessee and Texas also hit daily records, with Texas
reaching more than 8,000 new infections.” Some states
reverse reopening.
JUNE 2020
Editors, “Coronavirus Crisis: Political Economic
Responses,” Journal of Australian Political Economy,
Winter 2020. Circulated June 31, 2020. The entire
issues, several articles, dedicated to the issues of the
coronavirus and its impact on various aspects of
society.
Berkeley Lovelace, Jr., “Dr. Anthony Fauci says new

virus in China has traits of 2009 swine flu and 1918
pandemic flu,” CNBC, June 30, 2020. “The virus, which
scientists are calling “G4 EA H1N1,” has not yet been
shown to infect humans but it is exhibiting
“reassortment capabilities,” Fauci told the Senate
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee during a
hearing Tuesday.”
Noah Smith, “Coronavirus Brings American Decline Out in
the Open,” Bloomberg, June 29, 2020. “Without fixes for
infrastructure, education, health care and government,
the U.S. will resemble a developing nation in a few
decades.”
Jaisal Noor, “Coronavirus Cases Surge As Nurses Demand
States Close Until They Can Reopen Safely,” The Real
News, June 29, 2020. “The US experiences record-high
coronavirus cases after ignoring the warnings of public
health experts and medical professionals.” Jaisal Noor
speaks with National Nurses United President Zenei
Cortez.
Mandy Smithberger, “Covid-19 Means Good Times for the
Pentagon
Or How to Vaccinate the Military-Industrial Complex,”
Tom Dispatch, June 28, 2020. “Washington’s reflexive
prioritizing of the interests of defense contractors has
meant paying remarkably little attention to, and
significantly underfunding, public health. Now,
Americans are paying the price.”
Guardian Staff, “Video appears to show Trump campaign
removing social-distancing stickers in Tulsa,” Guardian,
June 27, 2020. “Washington Post shares clip of
volunteers apparently pulling stickers saying ‘do not
sit here’ from seats in BOK Center.”
Marie McCullough, “COVID-19 has not surged in cities
with big protests, but it has in states that reopened
early,” Philadelphia Inquirer, June 27, 2020. Argues
that protests produced no spike in cases but that
reopening did.

Sharon Lerner, “Scientists Pin Blame for Some
Coronavirus Deaths on Air Pollution, PFAS, and Other
Chemicals,” Intercept, June 26, 2020. “It’s already
clear that environmental pollution is responsible for
some portion of the hundreds of thousands of Covid-19
deaths around the world. Now scientists are trying to
pinpoint how exactly industrial chemicals make people
more susceptible.”
Ron Knox and Shaoul Sussman, “How Amazon Used the
Pandemic to Amass More Monopoly Power,” The Nation, June
26, 2020. “When Congress finally forces Jeff Bezos to
testify, they should ask him why Amazon put market
dominance ahead of customer satisfaction.”
Scott McLemee, “Publishing Season, Flu Season,” Inside
Higher Ed, June 26, 2020. This article discusses books
pertinent to COVID-19 that are forthcoming this fall.
Jessica Corbett, “Expert Warns US Cities Could Face
‘Apocalyptic’ Future as Country Sets Record for New
Covid-19 Cases in One Day,” Common Dreams, June 26,
2020. “The number of infections could be 10 times the
2.4 million confirmed cases, says the head of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.”
Jake Johnson, “‘Free Handout to Insurance Industry’:
Trump Administration Tells Insurers They Don’t Have to
Cover Covid-19 Tests for Workers,” Common Dreams, June
25, 2020. “According to the Trump administration,
insurance company profits are more important than the
lives of nursing home residents and workers.”
Derek Watkins et al, “How the Virus Won,” New York
Times, June 25, 2020. “Invisible outbreaks sprang up
everywhere. The United States ignored the warning signs.
We analyzed travel patterns, hidden infections and
genetic data to show how the epidemic spun out of
control.”
Kia Lilly Caldwell and Edna Maria de Araújo, “In Brazil,
Structural Racism Has Made COVID-19 Far Deadlier for
Black People,” Foreign Policy in Focus, June 24, 2020.

“Brazil has joined the U.S. atop the list of worstimpacted countries. Both have far-right leaders — and a
legacy of institutional racism.”
Amy Goodman and Nermeen Shaikh,“How U.S. and Brazil
Leadership That “Neglects Science” Led to Hemisphere’s
Worst Coronavirus Crises,” Democracy Now, June 24, 2020.
Interview Marcia Castro, professor of demography, chair
of the Department of Global Health and Population at the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and co-chair
of Harvard’s Brazil Studies Program.
Ari Berman, “Thought COVID Wreaked Havoc on the
Primaries? Just Wait Until November,” Mother Jones, June
24, 2020. “The primary debacles show just how much could
go wrong in the presidential election.”
Thomas Sablowski, “The Coronavirus and the Class
Character of German Politics,” The Bullet, June 24,
2020. An examination of the class character of German
politics in the pandemic and economic crisis.
Beth Gardiner, “In Pandemic Recovery Efforts, Polluting
Industries Are Winning Big,” Yale Environment 360, June
23, 2020. “Oil and gas giants, mining interests, and
coal-fired power plants have all received financial and
regulatory relief as governments around the world enact
pandemic recovery plans. These moves threaten to create
a dirty, high-carbon legacy that long outlasts the
current crisis.”
Chris Brooks, “Fact Check: Have there been 500 wildcat
strikes in June?” Organizing Work, June 23, 2020. “If
you read the headlines on Payday Report, you might think
so. But the evidence offered does not support this
claim.”
Mike Ludwig, “Trump Responds to COVID-19 Spike by
Cracking Down on Immigration,” Truthout, June 23, 2020.
“The number of new COVID-19 cases are spiking in several
states, but President Trump did not announce new public
health responses on Monday. Instead, he issued an
executive order extending and expanding suspensions of

immigration and guest worker programs until the end of
the year. “
Roar Collective, “ROAR Roundtable: COVID-19 and the
Climate Crisis,” ROAR, June 23, 2020. “The path the
world takes out of lockdown will shape the climate
struggle for decades to come. What can we do to seize
the moment?”
Celine McNicholas and Margaret Poydock “Workers are
striking during the coronavirus,” June 22, 2020. “Labor
law must be reformed to strengthen this fundamental
right.”
No author, “Covid-19 has led to a pandemic of plastic
pollution,” The Economist, June 22, 2020. “As the world
produces more protective equipment—and gorges on
takeaways—pity the oceans.”
Inae OH, “Half of the Country Is Seeing New Coronavirus
Spikes. So Naturally, Trump Is Returning to Denialism,”
Mother Jones, June 22, 2020. “The rejection of reality
comes as the virus has claimed 120,000 lives.”
Julie Hollar, “Covering a Pandemic, Election-Style,”
FAIR, June 22, 2020. A discussion of Trump’s remarks
about testing.
Julia Conley, “New Research Suggests Racial Justice
Protests Have Not Led to Covid-19 Transmission Spike,”
Common Dreams, June 22, 2020. “A new study offers
evidence that widespread wearing of masks at outdoor
demonstrations may be limiting Covid-19 transmission,
while indoor gatherings are linked to spreading the
disease.”
Eric Strikwerda and Ingo Schmidt, “COVID-19: A View from
the Great Depression of the 1930s,” The Bullet, June 21,
2020. A comparison of today’s health and economic crises
with the social and political responses of the Great
Depression.
Michelle Fawcett and Arun Gupta, “Undocumented
Farmworkers Are Refusing Covid Tests for Fear of Losing
Their Jobs,” In These Times, June 19, 2020. A general

discussion of the COVID pandemic and agricultural
workers, particularly in California.
Josh Manson, “Prisons Are Responding to COVID by Putting
More People in Solitary Confinement,” Truthout, June 19,
2020. “Corrections officials are confining people to
their cells in prisons, jails, and detention centers at
alarming rates in response to COVID-19, but advocates
say the practice risks wider transmission of the
disease, and are calling instead for large-scale
decarceration.”
Julia Conley, “‘Heartbreaking,’ Say Global Experts,
Alarmed at Signs US Has ‘Given Up’ Fight to Stop
Covid-19,” Common Dreams, June 19, 2020. “I can’t
imagine what it must be like having to go to work
knowing it”s unsafe,” said one expert in New Zealand.
“It’s hard to see how this ends.”
Mauricio Savarese, “Brazil tops 1 million cases as
coronavirus spreads inland,” AP News, June 19, 2020.
“Brazil’s government confirmed on Friday that the
country has risen above 1 million confirmed coronavirus
cases, second only to the United States.”
Yves Smith, “How America’s Covid-19 Rescues Look Set to
Increase Inequality,” Naked Capitalism, June 19, 2020. A
discussion of the government’s response to the COVID-19
crisis and it relation to the longstanding issue of
inequality.
Amy Goodman and Denis Moynihan, “Trump Rally in Tulsa
Inflames Racism Amidst Coronavirus Surge,” Democracy
Now, June 18, 2020. Criticism of President Donald
Trump’s Tulsa rally for its implications for both racism
and the pandemic.
Heidi Shierholtz, “A quarter of a year in, job losses
remain at historic levels,” Economic Policy Institute,
June 18, 2020. “More than one in five workers are either
on unemployment benefits or are waiting to get on.”
Ady Barkan and Zain Rizvi, “The Covid-19 Vaccine Should
Belong to the People,” The Nation, June 18, 2020. “The

US government has the authority under existing law to
break patent monopolies.”
Chris Walker, “Trump Claimed Coronavirus Will “Fade
Away” on a Day That Saw 26,000 New Cases,” Truthout,
June 18, 2020. A discussion of another one of Presient
Donald Trump’s false and dangerous remarks about the
pandemic.
Jessica Corbett, “‘Unimaginable Double Emergency’:
Record High of Nearly 80 Million People Forcibly
Displaced Worldwide Amid Pandemic,” Common Dreams, June
18, 2020. “These numbers should serve as a wake-up call
to the international community on the human cost of war,
and the social and economic implications exacerbated by
Covid-19.”
Jeet Heer, “The First Wave of Covid-19 Isn’t Over Yet,”
The Nation, June 17, 2020. “Even with a competent
president, we’d still be in deep trouble.”
Jessica Corbett, “Top Global Experts Say Humanity Must
‘Heal Our Broken Relationship With Nature’ to Prevent
Future Pandemics,” Common Dreams, June 17, 2020. “We
must curb the high risk trade and consumption of
wildlife, halt deforestation and land conversion, as
well as manage food production sustainably.”
Peter Dorman and Lawrence Mishel, “A majority of workers
are fearful of coronavirus infections at work,
especially Black, Hispanic, and low- and middle-income
workers,” Economic Policy Institute, June 16, 2020.
“Those facing risks are not proportionately receiving
extra compensation.”
Jessica Corbett, “‘This Is Mass Murder’: Covid-19 Deaths
in US Prisons Have Risen by 73% the Past Month,” Common
Dreams, June 16, 2020. “The number of known cases in the
facilities has doubled since mid-May to over 68,000.”
Juan Cole, “The Ostrich Policy: Trump ready to Kill
Hundreds of Thousands to avoid bad Coronavirus Optics
for Election,” Informed Comment, June 16, 2020.
Discusses how President Donald Trump’s planned rallies

will contribute to further disease and death.
Maeve O’Neill, “A Healthy World Beyond COVID-19,” Rebel,
June 16, 2020. “The current pandemic has thrown a long
overdue spotlight on our health system, and how we care
for people more generally. Physiotherapist Maeve O’Neill
looks at the changes needed for a more healthy – and
humane – society.”
A.K. Thompson and Clare O’Connor, “The Politics of the
Mask,” Boston Review, June 16, 2020. “Today we face the
paradox of states simultaneously criminalizing
masks—because of protests—and mandating them because of
COVID-19. In this interview, social theorist A.K.
Thompson explores the history of masks in protests and
why rioting is politically effective.”
Salimah Valiani, “COVID-19 and Patriarchy in the
International Year of the Nurse and Midwife,” The
Bullet, June 16, 2020. “In an effort to shed light on
the vital but undervalued labour of predominantly female
health professionals, the World Health Organization
named 2020 the International Year of the Nurse and
Midwife. It is an irony and a sickening reality that
2020 turned out to be the year when nurses and other
health workers would be pushed to utter vulnerability in
the effort to manage COVID-19.”
Janine Jackson, “‘Immunity Shouldn’t Be Part of the
Conversation’: CounterSpin interview with Remington
Gregg on corporate immunity,” FAIR, June 16, 2020.
“[T]here’s a push, led in Congress by Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell, to grant corporations legal
immunity from liability for any harms workers may suffer
from being forced back into workplaces that are unsafe.”
Martin Smith and Marcela Gaviria, “The Virus: What Went
Wrong?” Frontline PBS, June 16, 2020. “From awardwinning journalists, this new, 90-minute documentary
special traces the coronavirus’s path.”
Madeline Holcombe, Holly Yan and Theresa Waldrop, “Some
states see Covid-19 cases surging as restrictions are

relaxed,” CNN, June 16, 2020. As states move forward
with relaxing virus-compelled restrictions — and as
people grow weary of complying with them — some areas
are reporting a record number of new daily cases.
Kaela Sanborn-Hum, “Striking McDonald’s Workers Block
Entrance, Shut Store,” Labor Notes, June 15, 2020. “A
strike by 33 workers at a McDonald’s in North Oakland
has shut down the store since May 26. Twelve workers
there have tested positive for COVID-19, and so have
eight of their family members, including a 10-month-old
baby. This is one of the longest recorded strikes ever
by McDonald’s workers.”
Dayton Martindale, “9 Statistics That Show What a
Miserable Failure the CARES Act Is,” In These Times,
June 15, 2020. “Major bailouts went to big corporations,
giving them lasting security, while the rest of us got a
temporary Band-Aid.”
Jonathan Bernstein, “Don’t Blame the Public for
Coronavirus Confusion,” Bloomberg, June 15, 2020. “With
mixed messages and no leadership from the top, it’s
little wonder Americans don’t quite know what to do.”
Hannah Levintova, “The Administration Vowed Transparency
on COVID Relief Spending—Until It Didn’t,” Mother Jones,
June 15, 2020. “Now officials say they have no plans to
release the names of companies getting funds.”
Holly Yan, “Why a 2nd shutdown over coronavirus might be
worse than the 1st — and how to prevent it,” CNN, June
15, 2020. “Weeks after lifting stay-at-home orders, some
states
are
seeing
record
numbers
of
hospitalizations from Covid-19 as thousands more
Americans get infected every day.”
Raju Das, “The Pandemic and the Need for a New Society,”
The Bullet, June 14, 2020. “The pandemic is, in fact,
forcing us to think about what kind of society we wish
to live in, what kind of society is worth fighting for.
This article discusses the conception of a new society
in relation to production, work and needs, ecology and

spatial development, and the political in the public
sphere.”
Brendan Montague, “Capitalism is the virus,” The
Ecologist, June 13, 2020. “Capitalism, colonialism, and
ecological devastation are all cause and effect of each
other, and they coevolved together.”
Adrienne Gladden-Young, “Give Black Scientists a Place
in This Fight,” The Atlantic, June 13, 2020. “During the
pandemic, African Americans need the health
establishment to engage us not as victims, but as
leaders and problem-solvers.”
Bryant Furlow, “A Hospital’s Secret Coronavirus Policy
Separated Native American Mothers From Their Newborns”
ProPublica, June 13, 2020. “Pregnant Native American
women were singled out for COVID-19 testing based on
their race and ZIP code, clinicians say. While awaiting
results, some mothers were separated from their
newborns, depriving them of the immediate contact
doctors recommend.”
Claudia Wallis, “Why Racism, Not Race, Is a Risk Factor
for Dying of COVID-19,” Scientific American, June 12,
2020. “Public health specialist and physician Camara
Phyllis Jones talks about ways that jobs, communities
and health care leave Black Americans more exposed and
less protected.”
Julia Conley, “Erasing 30 Years of Progress, Covid-19
Pandemic Could Lead to More Than One Billion People
Living in Poverty: Study,” Common Dreams, June 12, 2020.
“These findings expose the extent of precarity in
developing countries, but also the fragility of poverty
reductions to any economic shock.”
Steve Lopez, “Why are so many people not wearing masks?
Here’s how they explain it,” Los Angeles Times, June 12,
2020. Personal opinion piece based on impressionistice
interviews. “We implemented safety precautions too late
in the U.S., costing lives, and we’ve given up on them
too soon, which will cost more.”

No author, “Covid-19 challenges New York’s future,” The
Economist, June 11, 2020. Discusses how the coronavirus
pandemic and the lockdown have affected New York City
and raise questions about its future.
Harry Glasbeek, “‘Open the Economy’? The Pandemic,
Costs, Benefits, Capitalism,” The Bullet, June 11, 2020.
Discusses the cost-benefit analyses used in the
capitalist society’s reckoning of the costs of
reopening.
Derrick Z. Jackson, “A Second Wave of COVID-19 Looms
Large—and It’s Not Because of Protests,” The Union of
Concerned Scientists, June 11, 2020. Some scientists
estimate that “the protests could ultimately lead to
between 15,000 and 50,000 overall coronavirus infections
and between 50 to 500 deaths….But [that[ barely compares
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