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Apart from the many valuable insights contained inside The Uprising We Need, Stanley Heller’s
collection of articles published over the period between 2003 and 2017, the book is a fascinating
look back through that fourteen-year span in which so much has happened. There is a tendency in
our isolated, consumer-disciplined culture to focus on the shiniest thing out there right now with
little reference for how that particular thing got there in the first place.
From Mondoweiss to The Nation to Truthdig to Counterpunch, the articles—a good balance of
analysis and polemic—in these various venues cover everything from Palestine to movies to nuclear
power to the unfortunate sections of the left that threw their weight behind the murderous regime of
Bashar al-Assad. This latter subject is perhaps what was most edifying for this reader because I was
once the captive of that kind of enemy-of-my-enemy distortion. That Heller was not captured by it
speaks well for him, because those leftists who threw in with Assadists have crippled their own
credibility and that of the left for anyone—including Syrians—who actually understood what
happened during the Syrian catastrophe. Almost equally satisfying is the critique of nuclear power,
long a favorite of the more Promethean left that is unsettled by the implications of the Second Law
of Thermodynamics for their pet technocratic utopian fantasies.
Heller’s articles, more than eighty of them here, are heavily researched, so in addition to the clarity
of his arguments, there is considerable grist for future public debates in the form of many, many
well-cited facts in support of those debates. All in all, a book well-worth the price of admission.
My one quibble, and one that is not restricted to Stanley Heller by a long shot, is the lack of any real
attention to questions of gendered power and how they are inflected not only in, for example, the
militant misogyny of the Saudi regime, but in the ways we Westerners generally, and even the
Western left, are still the captive of an essentially masculine discourse.
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