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–
Founding
Statement of Principles
We

are

an

alliance

of

Middle

Eastern

socialists opposed to all the international
and Middle Eastern regional imperialist powers
and their wars, whether the U.S., Russia and
China or Israel, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Turkey. We also oppose
other authoritarian regimes such as Assad’s in Syria and El
Sisi’s in Egypt as well as religious fundamentalism whether of
ISIS, Al Qaeda, Hezbollah or the Muslim Brotherhood. Although
the Muslim Brotherhood and Hezbollah consider themselves
gradualists and oppose the Jihadism of Al Qaeda and ISIS, all
of these organizations share the goal of establishing a state
based on Shari’a Law and preserving the current capitalist
order.
We oppose capitalism, class divisions, patriarchy/sexism,
racism, ethnic and religious prejudice and speak to the
struggles of women, workers, oppressed nationalities such as
Kurds and Palestinians, oppressed ethnic and religious
minorities, and sexual minorities. We also oppose Islamophobia
and anti-Semitism.
We stand for socialism as a concept of human emancipation and
an affirmative vision distinguished from the authoritarian
regimes that called themselves “Communist.”
The effort to create an Alliance of Middle Eastern Socialists,
originally started in March 2016 as an Alliance of Syrian and
Iranian
Socialists
with
a
trilingual
website
(English/Arabic/Persian) to help express the aspirations of
“the Other Middle East” and to offer analyses of critical
issues and new dialogues and bonds of solidarity between

Syrians and Iranians opposed to their authoritarian regimes.
Since the destinies of people are linked across borders,
important developments in the region –some terrifying and some
hopeful—have compelled the formation of a broader Alliance.
*What was left of the Syrian revolution has been completely
destroyed. The Assad regime, with the help of Iran and Russia
has declared victory and is being recognized as a “legitimate”
government despite the fact that it is responsible for the
death of over 500,000 innocent people and the internal and
external displacement of over 12 million or half of Syria’s
population. One million people remain under siege by this
regime and at least 100,000 political prisoners are facing
daily torture and dying mostly in the Assad regime’s prisons.
*The claim by many on the left that the Rojava project of
Kurdish democratic confederalism in Northern Syria could
continue in co-existence with the Assad regime, seems
increasingly unsustainable as the Assad regime has stepped up
its pressure on Kurdish areas ever since it was reassured of
having crushed the Syrian revolution. At the same time, all
regional and international states have refused to support the
self-determination of the Kurdish people, in Syria, Iraq,
Turkey and Iran. Turkey has increased its threats and
interventions against Kurdish areas in Syria and continues to
assault Kurdish areas in Turkey itself. The Israeli government
supports the idea of an independent Iraqi Kurdistan for
opportunistic reasons to find a new ally in the region against
Iran.
*Regionally, authoritarian regimes are engaging in more
repressive campaigns and consolidating their forces against
the interests of the popular classes. This drive can be seen
in Saudi Arabia’s bloody war in Yemen; the Turkish
government’s campaign of mass arrests and imprisonment of all
opposition forces; and the Egyptian military government’s
imposition of a level of repression that even exceeds that of

the Mubarak regime before 2011. In the case of Egypt, some
leftists supported the 2013 military coup against the Muslim
Brotherhood government at the time. Instead of presenting a
democratic and principled opposition to all forms of state and
non-state repression, they sided with the new military
government’s repression of the Muslim Brotherhood.
*Two new coalitions, one consisting of Saudi Arabia and its
allies, now including Israel, and the other consisting of
Iran, Turkey, Qatar and their allies are vying for control of
the region and its capital. Saudi Arabia and its allies count
on the support which Donald Trump’s recent trip to the Middle
East and a $110 billion U.S. arms contract with Saudi Arabia
has offered them. Iran and its allies are counting on support
from Russia. Russia and China have also found ways to benefit
from helping both sides.
*The new U.S. president Donald Trump and Israeli prime
minister Benjamin Netanyahu are intensifying their war threats
against Iran. While the Trump administration claims to be
against the Assad regime, its imperialist intervention is in
fact helping the Assad regime and further intensifying the
bombing of innocent civilians in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan,
which began with the Bush and Obama administrations. Trump’s
and Netanyahu’s call for “regime change” in Iran are for their
own imperialist gains. Their campaign will only lead to war
and the destruction of genuine progressive struggles inside
Iran.
* Israel’s colonialism, militarism, apartheid and racism is
repressing and killing Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza,
East Jerusalem and what was Historic Palestine or “Palestinian
territories of 1948.” The Occupation and militarization are
also normalizing increasing class inequality, sexism and
racism within Israel. Neither the two-state solution nor the
secular one-state solution seems realizable given the Israeli
occupation, Israel’s extreme right-wing leadership, and the
alliance between Israel, Saudi Arabia and the U.S. which aims

to destroy the Palestinian struggle for self-determination.
Some hopeful developments however show that the desire for
human emancipation has not been quelled in the region:
*New and persistent labor protests in Iran are opposing the
increasing poverty and horrible working conditions that the
Iranian regime wants to hide in its effort to expand its
imperialist intervention in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen.
Although the existing labor struggles are not directly
connecting the impoverishment of the bulk of the population to
Iran’s militarism and regional imperialism, they do offer a
potential for a progressive mass movement for social justice.
* Labor struggles and struggles for democratic rights continue
in Egypt, Tunisia and Bahrain, despite increasing repression.
*Feminist and LGBT struggles have expressed themselves in
Turkey as part of the mass protests against the authoritarian
and reactionary Erdogan regime which has aimed to create a
virtual police state after the July 2016 coup attempt. In
Egypt, feminist/human rights activists such as Mahienour ElMassry and LGBT activists fight for social justice despite
imprisonment by the state. In Lebanon, women’s rights
activists organized a campaign to repeal the “marry your
rapist” law. In Iraq, women are fighting against a
parliamentary amendment that aims to abolish women’s rights in
family law. In Iran, imprisoned feminists such as Narges
Mohammadi, Golrokh Ebrahimi Iraee and Kurdish women’s rights
activist, Zeynab Jalalian continue to speak out for human
rights.
* Popular mobilization in the Moroccan Rif continued
throughout 2017, has spread to several of the country’s towns,
despite repression by security forces and the regime’s
attempts to discredit the movement.
* The Kurdish struggle for self-determination continues and
needs to be defended. This struggle has taken diverse forms

such as the call for independence, federalism, confederalism
or the demand for the recognition of the Kurdish people as an
entity with equal rights within a state. All socialists do not
agree with the idea of an independent Kurdistan, and some have
valid criticisms about various Kurdish parties for their
authoritarian policies/practices and collaboration with
various imperialist countries. However, critical solidarity
with Kurdish parties and organizations that oppose
capitalism/imperialism and defend women’s rights, secularism
and the rights of other oppressed minorities is urgently
needed.
In the face of these developments, we have come together in an
Alliance of Middle Eastern Socialists on the basis of the
following goals.
1.Opposition to capitalism, militarism, authoritarianism,
imperialism,
religious
fundamentalism,
patriarchy/sexism/heterosexism, racism, ethnic and religious
prejudice.
2. Developing connections and active forms of solidarity
between labor, feminist, anti-racist, LGBT, student and
environmental struggles in the Middle East region and
internationally.
3. Tackling the deep and historical problems of Middle Eastern
socialism. The region has been so plagued by the politics of
“the enemy of my enemy is my friend” that any effort to
develop an affirmative vision of a humanist alternative to
capitalism around universal concepts and goals has been
missing. As a result, revolutionary or progressive movements
that do emerge, most recently those that arose in 2011, have
been destroyed by authoritarian capitalist systems, religious
extremism and sectarianism, with the assistance of various
regional and global imperialist forces.
We have come together to address these issues in a collective

way in a joint website and through joint conferences and other
possible activities. We see this Alliance as a place for
debate toward the aim of finding real solutions that are not
trapped within the capitalist mindset. Those who wish to join
us can contact us at info@allianceofmesocialists.org
Signatories:
Omar Abbas, Syrian student, U.S.A.
Frieda Afary, producer of Iranian Progressives in Translation,
U.S.A.
Said Afshar, Iranian journalist, Europe
Masud Amiri, Holland
Leila Asadi, Student, U.S.A.
Roya Assadpour, Iranian member of Swedish Left, Europe
Joey Ayoub, Lebanese scholar and writer, Europe/Lebanon
Bibi, Syrian artist and writer, Occupied Tongva, North America
Sara Dehkordi, Lecturer in Political Science and activist at
Manjanigh, Europe
Joseph Daher, Swiss-Syrian academic & activist and creator of
Syria Freedom Forever, Europe
Walid Daou, Lebanon
Mahtab Dehqan, Iranian sociologist and journalist, Europe
Amin Doroudgar, Iranian scholar, translator and journalist,
Europe
Razan Ghazzawi, Syrian Palestinian scholar and activist,
Europe
Hushang Golab, Iranian Sociology graduate, writer and poet,

Sweden
Iranian jurist
Latith Itmaiz, Writer and Journalist, Ramallah, Palestine
Hamid Jahanbakhsh, Iranian journalist, Europe
Idrees al-Jeddah, Lebanon
Marwan El Khazen, Socialist Forum, Lebanon
Amir Kianpour, Iranian philosophy scholar and journalist,
Europe
Farah Koubaissy, Researcher, Socialist Forum, Lebanon
Rima Majed, Sociology professor, Lebanon
Ghassan Makarem, Socialist Forum, Lebanon
Nisreen Mazzawi, Anthropologist and Eco-Feminist activist,
Palestine
Fatemeh Mostufi, Iranian history scholar, Europe
Nahid Misaghi, Iranian psychologist, U.S.A.
Yasser Munif, Syrian sociology professor, U.S.A.
Peshraw Mohammed, socialist leading activist from Socialist
Center Review in Iraqi Kurdistan and Germany
Hossayn Nedavash, Labor Activist, Iran
Ahmad R., Syrian student, Europe
Abdul Rahman Rasul, Kurdish author and journalist, France,
Fouad Roueiha, Syrian Italian journalist, Europe
Tareq Samman, Syrian activist

Azadeh Shurmand, Iranian women’s studies scholar, Europe
Socialist Forum, Lebanon
Sina Zekavat, Anti War Committees in Solidarity with Struggles
for Self-Determination, U.S.A.
Women’s Rights Activist, Iran
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